FO RT B E N D'S CO O L CA RE E RS Ch'rist.opher Bis'bop decided to bt.ecome a park.ranger after
enjoying Hawaii's lush natural environment during a tour of

Park Ranger

at Brazos Bend State Park
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Visitors to Brazos Bend can see a variety of wildlife
species roaming the park

It’s a career that requires so much more than a love for

H e I p i n g Vi s ito rs E ni oy nature. Park rangers are known as ‘jacks of all trades’

who do it all - interacting with the public, maintain-
the G re ai' 0 utdoors ing the grounds, operating heavy machinery, con-
ducting tours, and anything else that needs doing. But
Written by Tonya Ellis & Select one of the most important aspects of a Park Ranger’s
Photography by Suzi Issa job is safety - enforcing park rules so that man, beasts,
and nature can coexist in harmony and the park can
be preserved for generations to come.

The Nature Center at
Brazos Bend is a wildlife
education complex
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Park rangers, Steve Killian and Chris
= Bishop teach visitorsabout alligator
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A Jack of All Trades

A park ranger’s job is more than just a walk in the park. Their goal is to
help guests enjoy recreational areas to the fullest. To make this happen,
they must be jacks of all trades. Rangers maintain park grounds and facili-
ties, provide tours and information about the park, and assist those who
need help. “Versatility is the key for a park ranger,” explains Steve Killian,
a park ranger at Brazos Bend State Park, which is about 23 miles from
Sugar Land on the southeastern border of Fort Bend County. “You need
to be a plumber, an electrician, a carpenter, a public relations person - the
list goes on and on.”

Versatility is the key for a park ranger.You need to
be a plumber, an electrician, a carpenter,a public

relations person - the list goes on and on.
- Steve Killian

Since the work can be very labor-intensive and sometimes requires opera-
tion of heavy equipment, most park rangers are male, says Chris Bishop,
who enjoys his work as a ranger at Brazos Bend. Both Killian and Bishop
live at the park with their families. Brazos Bend is open to the public
seven days a week, all year round. “We’re always open, we're never closed,”
says Killian. “We take our holidays when other people work, and we work
when they are on holiday””

Educational requirements for park rangers vary as much as their job du-
ties. A ranger can hold anything from a high school diploma to a Ph.D.
Bishop and Killian are both college graduates who have worked their way
up from field to administrative positions. No matter how much formal

education they attain, the rangers are proud to do their job. “We’re known

The park’s Natu%features alive
snake species area

as park rangers to the public, and we gladly accept that title;” says Killian,
whose formal rank is superintendent.

Helping Keep Texas Green

So, what attracted Killian to the career? “It’s just the knowledge that
you're serving the public,” he says. “It’s protecting this vanishing natural
resource for present and future generations of Texans and providing
quality outdoor recreation to folks in urban environments. As Texas
urbanizes, we have to maintain these outdoor green spaces for the
health of society in general. There’s something special about just going
outside with family and friends.” Killian says he’s loved to fish and be
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Beautiful Legs in 15 minutes

If youteone of the 55% of women or 45% of men
suffering the effects of spider and varicose veins,

the apening of the Hamilton Vein Center in Sugar Land
cormes as a welcome refiel

1415 HWY 6 South, Suite A200 « Sugar Land, TX 77478
Phone: 281-565-0033 « www.hamiltonvein.com

Minimally Invasi

Haven't felt comfortable wearing shorts this Summer?

Dr.Carlos R.Hamilton Il uses the latest technology, seals the vein in three to five minutes
with virtually ne pain to the patient. The procedure is done in the

office with a local anesthetic, and the patient is in and out LY
in less than an hour, usually resuming normal activity
the next day. The leg pain and heaviness disappear /
almost immediately, and visible changes are evidentin  # f
a few weeks. Because it is considered a medical
necessity rather than a cosmetic procedure,

it is usually covered by Medicare
and private health ¢
insurance.

vasive. Maximum Results.
Contact us today for a free Consultation at 281-565-0033
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The park is open seven days a week, year round, and spans
approximately 28 miles or roughly 5,000 acres.

Visitors are cautioned to pay due respect to alligators,
which are numerous in some areas of the park. Alligator
viewing is best from the 40-Acre and Elm Lake Trail.

RELEVANT MESSAGES.
CASUAL SERVICES. GREATV USIC.

There is a Nature Center with a Habitats and Niches display TH I E; ls B H URE H MADE S "1!1 P LE.

offering a hands-on alligator discovery area, a freshwater

The park offers camping, picnicking, hiking, biking,
equestrian trails, and six lakes for fishing.

aquarium, live snake species, a touch table, and more.

¥ the

The George Observatory is located in the park and is

open Saturdays from 3 to 10 p.m. For more information, JOIN US THIS ,pal RI VER

visit brazosbend.org. SUHI]A.T, ] [|13 l].AM T chu I'Cl'"]

MCNEILL ELEMENTARY, SOUTH OF TH
outdoors since he was a boy. He worked as a biologist for many .#Er"m;l;lﬂnﬁ_l{,;}ﬁfu del:lmﬂﬂ Hr [.E www.TheRiverUMC_com

years before becoming a park ranger.

Bishop decided on becoming a park ranger after serving in the army

in Oahu, HI and enjoying the island’s lush natural environment. . :
When he finished his tour of duty, he earned a degree in parks, recre- Hl{ IC g., :
ation, and tourism and became a park ranger. :
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The Call of the Wild IVETSLONC :
Wildlife is a large attraction at Brazos Bend State Park, and the rang- i ==
ers enjoy sharing it with the public. Armadillos, raccoons, possums,
and native birds are some of the many animals that make the park
their home. In addition, thousands of adult and young alligators live
in Brazos Bend. What if you see one? No cause for fear, say the rang-
ers. “In the 26-year history of Brazos Bend State Park, we've never
had an incident with an alligator attacking visitors,” asserts Bishop.

“We've got a system of alligator etiquette, with flyers around the park.
One rule is to maintain a safe distance from the animals”
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SEDATION * DIGITAL X-RAYS * RESTORATION DENTISTRY
FREE TAKE HOME BLEACHING WITH NEW PATIENT EXAM, XRAYS & CLEANING

All PPO Insurance & Medicaid Accepled
Extended Hours: Monday to Wednesday: 8am-7pm
Friday: 7:30am-4:30pm * Saturday: by appoiniment

4706 RIVERSTONE BLVD., UNIT 100 | MISSOURI CITY, TX 77459
BEHIND KOHL'S IN OFFICES OF RIVERSTONE

281.261.3332 SMILESOFRIVERSTONE.COM
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